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The Last Plague. 177 

lier period. He made a gTeat sacrifice originally, in accepting a chair 
which he evidently never filled with any comfort to himself ; and the 
sacrifice which he has now made, in suddenly relinquishing that chair— 
we mean in a pecuniary point of view — is, we feaT, to him an object 
which he has too hastily overlooked. He has announced it to be his in- 
tention henceforth to devote himself exclusively to the practice of his 
profession. His practice has never been considerable ; — why, we knew 
not, except for the reason we have already assigned. No speculatist or 
discoverer has ever been successful in practice. In other respects, few 
men appear to be better qualified for the discharge of professional duties ; 
he is indeed an able surgeon — a clear-headed, bold, and dexterous ope- 
rator — and his mild, gentlemanly aud humane deportment ought to be 
peculiarly in his favour. Some years ago, M. Roux, decidedly the most 
clever operator in France, and certainly no mean judge in such a matter, 
thug expressed himself with regard to Mr. Bell's merits : " He is one of 
those few among the London surgeons, in whom I have recognised, in 
performing operations, what I should willingly call the French manner ; 
grace without affectation, and a continued attention to do every thing 
in his power, in order to arrive quickly at the termination of the painful 
act which constitutes every surgical operation — without appearing to be 
in any degree precipitate." 

In his intercourse with his professional brethren, he cannot boast of 
meeting with much cordiality or special favour : he is admired for his 
profound attainments, but, perhaps, not loved the more for them. His 
frankness, however, and his integrity, secure him from having many 
enemies — and this security is just as much as any man of prominent ta- 
lent can expect to enjoy among his contemporaries. A more ample mea- 
sure of justice will be done him hereafter, when posterity shall have 
selected his name from among the host of little adversaries, who would 
stifle, if they eouW, the merits of him whom they cannot rival. 

C. 



THE LAST PLAGUE. 

" Let the men go." Exodus x. r. 

Load was the cry from Egypt'i frighted land, 
Whed Deity sketched forth hit "red right hand,' 
Cloih'il in the awfiil terrors of his power, 
To fling down vengeance in the midnight hour — 
From gorgeous palace to the meanest shed , 
The mm of Mizraim monrn their offspring dead. 

Mark ye that female form, with phrenzied mind, 
And raven tresses streaming in the wind ; 
With frantic footstep, and with anguish' d throe, 
She issnes from the sculptur'd portico ; 
Her tender frame the biting night air chills, 
The damp of Egypt on her brow distills ; 
Yet nought she recks— but madly rushing on — 
Within her arms her stiffen'd first born son : 
She seeks the palace gate, and wild with wo, 
Joins in the outcry, " Let the people go." 



